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It is exactly one year since the horrific episode at Ramsgate when 47 
sheep either died or had to be slaughtered on the dockside at 

Ramsgate port after the RSPCA were informed by KAALE monitors 
that a broken leg had been seen protruding from a French 

transporter as it entered the harbour. 
 

The tragedy of that day will live with us who were there for the rest 
of our lives. The RSPCA insisted that the rest of the animals on board 
this vehicle be inspected and as a result several other animals were 
identified to have either broken limbs, other injuries or advanced 

foot rot with lesions. 
 

After consultations with Animal Health, the competent body who 
was there, it was decided to unload the entire vehicle and address 
the situation. When unloaded it transpired that a total of over 40 

animals would have to be slaughtered. 
 

An area was cordoned off and the RSPCA inspectors, two girls, had 
to do the grisly deed as it transpired the Animal Health inspectors 

were not qualified to do it!!! 
 

Because of the nature of the surroundings the PITH method had to be 
used for slaughter which results in a certain amount of blood but is 
the most humane method available in such a difficult environment. 

 
Each animal was taken out of site of the other animals to be 

destroyed and while this was going on a covered drain in the 
containment area collapsed and some animals fell into a water filled 

sump. The RSPCA inspectors managed to rescue four animals but 
three drowned adding to their heartache and Animal Health 

watched on. 
 

As a result of this day there is an ongoing court case and we 
understand this may come to a head in December. 

 
The RSPCA decided to mark this sad occasion with a flower laying 

ceremony at Ramsgate port on the one year anniversary. 
Over 50 people joined members of KAALE, TAALE and the RSPCA, 
many bringing flowers and we obtained a good media coverage. 

Both Meridian and BBC South East featured the ceremony on their 
6pm news bulletins making the episode well worth the effort. 

 
We then removed the flowers and re-arranged them at Dover port on 

the roundabout the following morning for all to see as because 



Ramsgate is no longer a ferry port no one would have seen them 
there. 

 
The display managed to last until Saturday morning when the 

tributes were removed and destroyed by DHB staff in an effort to 
keep the trade covere3d up from as many people as possible 

 
 
 
 


